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Have you noticed the monthly mission insert to the Sunday worship 
bulletin? Have you taken a moment to read it once you noticed that it 
did not contain a hymn or litany for the day’s worship? You should.

A few months back, I met with a group of our church’s mission lead-
ers about how to increase our congregation’s exposure to missions. 
Now, there is no one that cannot say that we are a church of, for, and in 
missions. But doing and studying are two different things. One of the 
outcomes from that meeting was the creation of these mission inserts. 
By placing them in the Sunday bulletins, we’d increase our awareness 
of mission activities each month. But the point wasn’t just to get more 
readers of mission materials; rather, we wanted the congregation to be 
exposed to more of what is happening in God’s Kingdom. 

This past insert was about an outreach to the Knoxville AIDS com-
munity. A Baptist church just north of us saw that few folks within their 
community were dealing with the growing numbers of AIDS victims 
in Knox County. They formed Samaritan Ministry to provide counsel-
ing and health referrals to those living with AIDS and to offer them a 
community of people who care about them no matter their health or 
circumstances.  

I dare say that many of us didn’t know about this effort. What we hope 

Insert Sounds Too Small
to do by sharing stories like this each month is to inspire you. I want 
you to take a moment and read about what work is being done in Jesus’ 
footprints. And then, think about how you might be able to help shape or 
better the lives of people around you. From hearing and reading about 
others, we might find inspiration for our lives and community of faith. 

But I don’t want you stop there; I want you to pray. Pray for the peo-
ple helping and those being helped. And then, flip the insert sheet over. 
On the backside, you will find the monthly prayer calendar from the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. On it, you will see names of chaplains, 
missionaries, and assorted field personnel. Sprinkled in there are also 
the family members of those serving in the field. Take a moment and 
pray for them, too. I want you see the names, say the names, and then 
pray for those names. I continue to hear from those folks how much 
your prayers matter. 

You know, calling it an insert just doesn’t seem right. That makes it 
sound small and something sandwiched between other things more im-
portant. But what you find on that sheet is large and important.  Some-
thing that stretches from within our walls to the farthest reaches of the 
globe. In your hand is the work of Christ, continuing day by day.   
 ~Thomas Quisenberry

Leaders of Missions Organizations will meet for planning on 
Wednesday, March 11, at 5:00PM, in the Fellowship Hall Sideroom 
(during the Wednesday evening supper). Those involved, please bring 
your meal so we can “meet and eat.”

SPRING MISSION OFFERINGS – During the month of March, 
Easter Offerings for home and global missions are emphasized. Church 
members have offering envelopes in their packets for both the Glob-
al Missions Offering of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) and 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering sponsored by the North American 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC).

The 2014-2015 emphasis of the Global Missions Offering is to #End-
Hunger. It is estimated that one in eight persons in the world suffers 
from hunger. This is more than twice the population of the United States 
(currently around 320 million). CBF’s rural poverty initiative, Togeth-
er for Hope, targets the neglected and poverty stricken in the twenty 
poorest counties in the US. Meeting physical needs of those people is a 
means to get to know them and minister to their spiritual needs as well.

The focus of giving to the Annie Armstrong Offering for North 
American Missions is church planting in major cities of the United 
States and Canada. Church planting is starting new churches as a way 
to reach more people for Christ. The goal is to start 1,500 churches 

each year for the next ten years. A farm system of training church 
planters similar to the farm system for developing baseball players is 
under way. Student missionaries serve short term in local churches 
on specific assignments. A church planting intern spends up to 12 
months in a developmental role at a church plant. The next level is 
church planter apprentice who works up to a year in a learning envi-
ronment such as a Church Planting Center. The Lead Church Planter 
is the professional who has developed the skills needed for establish-
ing new churches.

Upcoming Mission Events

FBC Workday
Join us on Saturday, March 21, as the House and Grounds Com-

mittee sponsors a workday to clean and spruce up the grounds 
of our church campus. We’ll spend from 8:00AM – 2:00PM clean-
ing out flower beds and shrubbery areas, trimming and planting. 
All new plantings will be provided by the House and Grounds 
Committee. Put on your work gloves, bring your tools and help 
beautify our grounds.



On April 10-12, we will be holding our first ever 
Youth Choir Reunion. Beginning Friday evening, 
April 10, members of FBC youth choirs, dating as 
far back as 1963, will be descending on Dogwood 
Lodge to share in a weekend of reuniting, fellow-
ship, fun and singing. On Saturday evening the re-
union folks will be joined by our current youth choir 
for a cookout and time of rehearsal as the combined 
choir prepares to lead us in worship on Sunday 
morning, April 12. The weekend will conclude with 
a banquet lunch on Sunday for all youth choir mem-
bers (current and past) and their families. 

Choral music has been an integral part of mu-
sic ministry at FBC throughout our 160+ years of 
history. That heritage has never been stronger than 
through the voices of our youth. Whether just Youth 
Choir or Celebration Singers (or Special Feelings 
or...), the youth choral groups of this church have 
played major roles in the life of our church family. We 
hope that through this reunion we can renew friend-

ships and begin new ones, celebrate the role of music 
in our lives, make connections across generations, 
and inspire our congregation through the examples 
of those who have come together. 

After our initial deadline, we have 26 folks 
registered for the event. By extending the dead-
line through March 15, I hope that number will 
rise toward 50. I am asking for your help in three 
ways. First, spread the word. If you know of any-
one who sang at First Baptist as a youth, please 
make sure they hear about this special week-
end. All the details are on the church website  
(www.fbcchattanooga.org). Second, I need a group 
of folks who will help us with food at Dogwood, 
particularly Friday dinner and Saturday lunch. 
Third, be here on Sunday, April 12, to celebrate in 
worship this gift God shared with us through our 
youth. If you have any questions or suggestions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.

~Jeff Parker

Youth Choir Reunion Planned 

•  Worship: Children’s 
Palm Sunday Proces-
sional, Sunday, March 29, 
11:00am, Front Lawn

•  Concert: Acoustic Re-
flections on the Pas-
sion, Sunday, March 29, 
6:00pm, Chapel,  (a ser-
vice of acoustic music 
and readings reflecting 
on the events of Holy 
Week)

•    Service: Bread of the World in Mercy Broken, 
Thursday, April 2, 6:00pm, Sanctuary (childcare 
available, birth – 2nd gr.), (a service leading us 
through Maundy Thursday and Good Friday in 
preparation for Easter)    

Suggested websites for daily devotions during Lent:
www.d365.org/todaysdevotion/

www.davidlose.net/
www.pray-as-you-go.org/

Lent 2015



Wednesday,  March  11
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Mission  Groups'  Leaders  Mee8ng 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
House  &  Grounds  Cmte 7:15PM
Thursday,  March  12
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
First  Friends  Luncheon 11:30AM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Saturday,  March  14
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  March  15
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Lenten  Study  Series 4:30PM
Youth  Choir  Rehearsal 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  March  16
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  March  17
Finance  CommiWee  Mee8ng 4:45PM
Deacon  Council   5:30PM
Wednesday,  March  18
First  Friends  Council  Mee8ng 11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Church  Conference 5:40PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  March  19
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  March  20
Habitat  for  Humanity  Workday 9:00AM
Saturday,  March  21
FBC  Workday  -‐  Grounds  Upkeep 8:00AM
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  March  22
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Lenten  Study  Series 4:30PM
Youth  Choir  Rehearsal 4:30PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal   5:00PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  March  23
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  March  24
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 11:00AM
Hands  &  Feet  (Ministry/Mission  Group) 5:00PM
Wednesday,  March  25
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  &  Youth  Choirs  Rehearsal 7:15PM

On the Calendar
March 2015

Easter Lilies
It is time to order Easter Lilies to put 

in our Worship area on Easter Sunday. If 
you would like to order a lily in honor or 
in memory of a loved one, please fill out 
an order form and turn it into the church 
office by Sunday, March 29. The forms are 
available at each entrance to the building 
and in the church office.  The lilies are 
$11.50 each.         

Handbell Festival
Members of our Adult Handbell Choir will 

be attending the 2015 Chattanooga Area 
Handbell Festival on March 20 & 21. Tim 
Waugh, an internationally acclaimed com-
poser, conductor and educator will be the 
clinician. Mr. Waugh spent 33 years in pub-
lic school education and also served many 
church in West Virginia and North Carolina. 
Currently, he serves as Artistic Director of 
the Charlotte Bronze Handbell Ensemble in 
North Carolina.
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Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  2/22/2015     ATTENDANCE  FOR  3/1/2015  
216   Worship         228   Worship  
   12   Worship  Care             14   Worship  Care  
228   WORSHIP  TOTAL      242   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
242   Sunday  School        240   Sunday  School  
  
Finance  Report  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  2/22/15   $  15,048.00  
Other  receipts  on  2/22/15   365.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  2/22/15   $  15,413.00  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  3/1/15   $  17,796.50  
Other  receipts  on  3/1/15   965.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  3/1/15   $  18,761.50  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

Mar.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $458,548.15  
Mar.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $467,215.16  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($        8,667.01)  
   As  of  3/5/15  


